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Build a Terrarium

rrarium is a closed environment that illusfrafes

how an ecosystfem works, buf on a micro-scale.

Inside a ferrarium’s walls, we can observe many B

thfcrenf natural processes: phofosynthesis, res-
ration, and the water cycle.

The transparent walls allow for both heat and light
fo enter the ferrarium. Combined with the heat
coming infoe the ferrarium, fthe sealed confainer
allows for the creation of a small-scale water cycle.
This is because the moisture from both the seil and
plants evaporafes in the elevatfed femperafures
which exists inside the ferrarium. This wafer
vapour then condenses on the walls of fhe con-
tainer. Eventually, it falls back tfo the plants and
soil below. It contribufes fo an ideal environment
for mosses due fo high moisture levels, helping
prevent the plants @an becoming over-dry.

Step 1

The light that passes through the fransparent
material of the ferrarium allows the plants nn‘gt
fo phofosynthesise, an essential aspect of plant
growth, -

When Icmcsfin n?ss, remember on/z{ fo take small
amount's so they cas

Step 2

Cuft the boffle in I- i

Cut slifs on both sides of the fop half of The
bottle, Make these 1 or 2 inches depending on the
bottle size. This way, you can gef fhe top half fo
fit over the bottom half and reseal it.

% week, this i oss doesn't
z have an a roof p
Messes have rhizeids, nlud' are P
“ ~ roof hairs that help these plants p :
‘67 - . secure their shapes. Mosses . '
3 f absorb water info their bodies.
Layer Gravel/sto: d, Carbon (if you have
if) and then soil in the botfom half. :
- - ’
- !

The sand and sfones ensure the m» |

from the soil. You will be able fo see if you are “
overwafering the ferrarium as water will hlilu.1 i
in the botffom of the boffle. q

Step 6

Place the lid back on: using the slifs that ;oa
have cut on the fop half of the botfle, place the
Mid over The opening of the ba@n half fo sea

 your ferrarium.

Stept -l

Designing your ferrariums using the micro-ecolo-
gies idenftification guide, choose a moss or fwo
that would like similar conditions and harvest
some for your ferrarium.
S You can alse use a sfone fo creafe a diff
ferrain within your tferrarium,

use a stone fo creafe different ferrian mﬂu ;
your ferrarium.

2 Moss uses sunlight fo produce
s through phofosynthesis.
closed ferrarium deesn'f need any

up isnle the container and kill the plants and
moss.

1 would recommend placing the ferrarium on a
window sill that gefs an hour or fwe of sun first
Vaferug give your ferrarium a good spray of thing in the morning.
water. You don'f want fo everwafer your
ferrariums, so | ruannaiil watfering once a



